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L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|~| the international application as originally filed 

1^1 the description: 

pages 1, 3-5 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



2, 2/1 



, filed with the letter of 28 November 2003 (28.11.2003) 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-3 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 28 November 2003 (28.1 1.2003) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



1-7 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



HH ^ e sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
l~j the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliniinary exarnination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 

4-D 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



^ I 1 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70,17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. 


Statement 






Novelty (N) Claims 


1_4 YES 




Claims 






Inventive step (IS) Claims 


3 YES 




Claims 1 , 


2,4 NO 




Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 


14 YES 




Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 






Document 1: JP 8-119202 A (Yuyama Mfg. 


Co. , Ltd. ) , 14 




May 1996 






Document 2: JP 8-91301 A (Yuyama Mfg. Co.', Ltd.), 09 




April 1996 






Document 3: JP 8-119201 A (Yuyama Mfg. 


Co . , Ltd. ) , 14 




May 1996 






Document 4: JP 50-112196 A (Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.), 




03 September 1975 






Document 5: JP 62-183087 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 11 August 




1987 






Claims 1 and 2 






The invention set forth in claims 


1 and 2 does not 




involve an inventive step in the light of document 1, 




document 2, document 3 and document 4 cited in the 




international search report. 






Document 1 discloses a tablet feeder for delivering 




tablets from a tablet storage case that 


is mounted upon a 




case support table, which has an information display unit 




and a determination means (refer to the 


"identification 




device (16)" and the "read device (17)" 


in this document) , 




wherein the feeder determines whether or not the tablet 




cartridge has been mounted (refer to paragraph [0 064] in 




document 1) , and also discloses the technical features of 
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determining whether or not the cartridge has been mounted 
based upon the on/off state of a switch (refer to the 
"switch (25)" in document 1), and of switching the power 
source for the device on or off according to this 
determination (refer to the "powder identification device 
(26)" in document 1, which comprises the "switch (25)" and 
the "signal generator (24)"). 

Document 2 discloses a tablet feeder similar to that 
disclosed in document 1, and discloses technical features 
related thereto. 

Document 3 discloses a tablet feeder that has a 
counting means (refer to the "detection means provided to 
the discharge port (18) of the tablet feeder (3)" in 
document 3) , which detects the mounting of the tablet 
storage case (refer to the disclosure wherein "by means of 
the identification means, the mounting of the cartridge 
container (15)..." in paragraph [0052] of document 3) , and 
discloses the technical feature of providing a 
"combination of a contact switch and a protrusion that 
operates the switch," whereby a signal is output from the 
time when mounting is initiated (refer to paragraph [0047] 
in document 3) . 

Document 4 discloses a tablet feeder that has a 
counting means (refer to the "detection means (11)" in 
document 4) . 

Specifically, in the light of the technical features 
of determining whether an object has been mounted based 
upon the on/off state of a switch and of switching the 
power source for the device on or off according to that 
determination, it is considered to be easy for a person 
skilled in the art to conceive of controlling whether the 
counting means and the determination means are on or off 
according to the mounting state of the tablet storage 
case. Therefore, it would be easy for a person skilled in 
the art to invent the invention set forth in claims 1 and 
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2 of this application by combining the features disclosed 
in documents 1-4. 



The invention set forth in claim 4 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 1-4 and newly 
cited document 5. 

Document 5 discloses technical features related to a 
system for mounting a cartridge to a holder, wherein the 
mounting detection means detects that an object is being 
mounted . 

It is considered to be easy for a person skilled in 
the art to conceive of . adding the technical features 
disclosed in document 5, which relate to a system for 
mounting a cartridge to a holder, as the means for 
determining whether or not the tablet cartridge has been 
mounted in the tablet feeders for delivering tablets from 
a tablet storage case that is mounted upon a case support 
table, which are disclosed in document 1 and document 2. 
Therefore, it would be easy for a person skilled in the 
art to invent the invention set forth in claim 4 of this 
application by combining the technical features disclosed 
in documents 1-5 . 



The invention set forth in claim 3 is not disclosed 
in any of the documents cited in the international search 
report or in any of the newly cited documents, and is not 
obvious to a person skilled in the art. 



Claim 4 



Claim 3 
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